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Hello. My name is Nick Reinecker. | am here with my two children and we are from
Inman Kansas. Thank you Mr. Chairman and members of the committe for letting me speak
today on this most important issue. | have given you some history on hemp as well as an article
regarding the federal governments patent on cannabis preparations and some additional
information you may feel is pertinent.

We all have an endocannabinoid system in our bodies and in that context | believe the - -
access to cannabis is an inalienable right. In regards to substances that chemically cross the
blood brain barrier, whether it be the coffee bean, with caffeine, the cocoa bean; for chocolate or
the cannabis plant with CBG's, THC's, CBN's or CBD's, these substances, at their fundamental
levels are all psychotactive foods. Itis immoral and unconstitutional, in my opinion, to deny the
citizens of Kansas the option of cannabis as a food source, a fuel source, a fiber source and for-
this committe, nonFDA evaluated uses. |am here today to advocate for those who cannot
advocate for themselves and feel their only options are pills and/or surgery attached with
unwelcome side effects and usually enslaving them to an endless monthly payment plan that
follows. These parents before you today are out of options, period, and they are willing to do
whatever it takes, up to and including moving to another state for simple basic access to a seed]
bearing herb. Itis my request that each of you research this issue beyond the fearinongering
known as reefer madness and be an informed lawmaker when dealing with a commodity that was
used to make some of the first drafts of the Declaration of Independence, our American flags and
is currently used in foods, clothing, lotions etc that are imported into this country. We live in
‘Kansas, our state seal says it all. We are agriculture. This plant represents an untapped
economic market and individual liberty to grow a garden and eat it too. A far cry from the
"StockholmiByndrome" like brainwashing that says this plant is the catalyst for all the evil in the
world. All of us know why we do this or that and if our thoughts, words and deeds are for profit
and control, we know, you know and | know.

I have been a Police Officer and would have rather arrested a parent for giving their
children refined sugar or letting them watch Family Guy on the television than use force on
individuals or families that are selfteliant and growing their own food. As a former
EMT/Firefighter it is sickening to see citizen/patient medicine cabinets full of colored bottles
containing synthetic substances, sometimes derived from whole plants, while those same
individuals sometimes struggle to buy groceries. As a current restaurant operator, | am legally
- allowed to use a myriad of laboratory made food additives such as monosodium glutamate, a
rainbow of color dyes and of course parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme but to use hemp | have to
buy products from other countries and am considered a criminal if | produce it myself binding my
liberty to be a producer. For those who wish to use "Charlottes Web" hemp oil for epileptic
seziures this is a good bill, however, be aware this issue is only going to get bigger and
understand that it is my personal mission to educate not only the masses but each individual-
Representative and Senator in the state of Kansas until such time this oppression is stopped or |
have been dealt with through other means. We have thought about the future and this is us
talking. - Give us llberty or give us death. The choice is yours. God Bless each of you and your
families. Thank You.
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In 1619, because hemp was such an important resource, it was illegal not to grow hemp in
Jamestown, Virginia. Massachusetts and Connecticut had similar laws. During the 1700's,
subsidies and bounties were granted in Virginia, Pennsylvania, New York, New Jersey,
North & South Carolina, and the New England states to encourage hemp cultivation and
the manufacturing of cordage and canvas. Unfortunately, these actions failed to establisha
permanent hemp industry in any of these states.

Most hemp used for naval purposes was imported. During the first six months of 1770, the
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in the print version of colonies imported over 400 tons of hemp from Great Britain, 3,400 tons in 1800, and

Hemphasis that we about 5,000 tons were imported each year between 1820 and 1840, which compares to the

blished | . .
published in fate 2004 domestic production in the 1800's, usually in the 5,000-10,000 tonrange, except in the

1840s and '50s when 30,000-plus tons of hemp were annually produced.

In 1839, the Navy's showcase ropewalk in Charlestown, Mass., used 2,733 tons of hemp:
2,500 tons Russian hemp, 200 tons Manila hemp, 33 tons American hemp. This
quarter-mile ropewalk was constructed of granite walls and a slate roof that still stands
strong, [Editor's note: "ropewalk" = a long, covered walk, or a low, level building,
where ropes are manufactured]

Kentucky first planted hemp near Danville in 1775. In 1790, hemp fiber was first
advertised for sale in local papers. The hemp industry rapidly expanded and Kentucky
became the industry center for the next 100 years. Most of Kentucky's hemp was grown in
the "bluegrass" region that includes Fayette, Woodford, Jessamine, Garrard, Clark,
Bourbon, Boyle, Scott and Shelby counties. In 1811, there were almost 60 ropewalks in
Kentucky, and by the late 1850's, more than one-third of the 400 bagging, bale rope and
cordage factories in America were located there. Later in the century, the production of
cordage and bagging did not prove to be profitable using domestic hemp, so production
was ceased as imported Manila and jute fibers were substituted.
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Hemp was first grown in Missouri in 1835. By 1840, the "Show Me" state produced
12,500 tons. During the Civil War, Confederate Missouri State Guardsmen advanced
behind mobile breastworks made of hemp to defeat the Union troops entrenched at the
Masonic College, in Lexington, Missouri. The battlefield grounds can still be toured, and
every three years in September, a reenactment is held.

Hemp was grown in the eastern part of Illinois near Champaign and Rantoul from 1875 to
1902. Trial crops were grown successfully near Houston, Texas in 1899 and 1900.
Nebraska's hemp industry existed between 1887 and 1910 near Fremont and Havelock. In
1910, the areas of hemp cultivation outside of Kentucky included fields near Lincoln,
Nebraska, Kouts and North Liberty, Indiana, and Hanover, Pa. It was also being grown
experimentally in Michigan, Minnesota, lowa and Arkansas,

California, too, grew hemp in many areas from around 1900 to around 1920, including
Gridley.in Butte County, the Courtland in the lower Sacramento Valley, Rio Vista in
Solano County, and Lerdo near Bakersfield.

The Wisconsin hemp industry began in 1908, when nine acres were grown in Mendota and
Waupun. By 1915, 400 acres were grown and 7,000 acres in 1917, The leading hemp
producing counties in Wisconsin in 1918 were Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Dodge and
Racine. Matt Rens, later known as the "Hemp King," started growing hemp in Wisconsin in
1914, and continued until 1958. Rens built several hemp processing mills, and rented
equipment to the farmers to sow and harvest their crops.

From 1804 through 1929, the average price paid for heinp fiber was close to or below the
farmer's break-even point. Sharp increases in demand and price occurred, usually in
conjunction with wars; in European in the early 1800s, the American Civil War, and the
two World Wars. In 1915, 8,400 acreage of hemp grew in the U.S.: 6,500 acres in
Kentucky, 2,000 acres cumulatively in Ohio, Indiana, Wisconsin and California. Because

_ of the fiber shortage of WWI, Minnesota, South Dakota, Michigan, Kansas, lowa and
Nlinois, increased domestic production of hemp to 41,200 acresin 1917. “
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The Shely Fiber Breaker (Scientific American, June 25, 1892)
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"Designed to break six to eight thousand pounds of hemp or similar fiber per day.
Takes up to nine people to assist with processing."
Courtesy John Dvorak, hempology.org

Hemp rapidly declined in the 1920's. By 1929, only b600 acres of hemp were being grown
in the United States, 140 acres in 1933, and no more than 2,000 )
acres were grown in any year throughout the 1930's. It wasn't until World War II's Hemp -
For Victory campaign that domestic hemp fiber was once again in demand as 146,200
acres were harvested in 1943.

From 1892-1916, America used an average of 11,000 tons a year of hemp fiber, evenly
divided between imports at 5,555 tons/year, and domestic production at 5,549 tons/year.
This is 4% of the average of 254,462 tons of other imported "hemps" (jute, Manila and

Now, let's compare the hemp figures to "king cotton.” In 1892, 15,911,000 acres of cotton
were grown in America; this increased to 34,985,000 acres in 1916. From 1892-1916 2.7
million tons/yr of cotton were produced, 10 times the amount of all other hemp fibers.
Economies of scale gave cotton a price advantage over field retted, hand broken hemp
fiber. Today, farming cotton uses from 25-50% of the worlds crop chemicals.

The dominance of the cotton industry is often cited as a factor in the demise of the hemp
industry. In 1829, the Navy started making its sailcloth out of cotton. Ironically, though, 15
pounds of hemp were needed to properly wrap each 500 pound bale of cotton.
Unfortunately demand disappeared as cheaper juté and metal hoops became commonplace
for wrapping cotton bales. Several botanical prints of the era recognize the importance of
hemp and cotton.

- i j
1903 USDA Yearbook shows that the hemp grown in
Gridley CA was well over 10 feet tall.
Courtesy John Dvorak, hempology.org

The need for "naval grade” (i.e., water retted) hemp was apparent because mildew and
rot-proof hemp was desirable. As early as 1730, Pennsylvania statutes required the use of
water-retted hemp for cordage. In 1808, the Secretary of the Navy asked for sealed bids to
supply the Navy with water-retted cordage. In 1810, American Ambassador and future
president, John Quincy Adamms, wrote a detailed description of how high quality water-
retted hemp was produced in Russia.

Despite the prevailing knowledge that water-retted hemp was better suited for naval
cordage and the fact that it generally drew a higher price on the market than dew retted
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hemp, few American hemp farmers adopted the practice. As late as 1913, Dewey noted that
"dew retting is practiced almost exclusively". While a higher price could be received for
water-retted hemp, there was a limited market for it. For American farmers of that time,
there was a bigger market for dew retted hemp.

e IRt hie Rentouky wsahane s
June, 1942, Farm Journal and Farmer's. Wife;
"All the hempseed available in the U.S. is stacked
in this Kentucky warehouse under armed guard.
Next year, USDA hopes, there'll be enough

" to grow 350,000 acres."
Courtesy John Dvorak, hempology.org

The methods used to harvest and process hemp had a major effect on the cost of producing
hemp. In general, inechanical breaking and processing machines were not used, resulting in
higher cost per acre and lower quality fiber. In 1824, the Hines and Baines Machine for
breaking flax and hemp was being used with great success in Ohio. In 1828, this machine
was used in conjunction with water-retting to produce hemp fiber "fully equal if not
superior in quality to the best of Russian Hemp." This machine only needed half of its hurd
by-product to power its steam engine, saving "two cords of wood a day."

While inventions relating to cotton were continually modified and improved, the evolution
of hemp machinery lagged. In 1913, Lyster Dewey reported for the USDA that "more than
three-fourths of the hemp fiber produced in Kentucky is broken out on the hand break".
This lack of progress unquestionably stunted the growth of America's hemp industry.
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This poster (17"x22") was widely distributed

in agricultural areas of the U.S. during WWII.
Hemphasis collection
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Another factor affecting the demand for hemp was a lack of markets. Cordage, twine, and
bagging were the primary items for which hemp was used. As late as 1916, hemp hurds
were considered a waste product and hemp seed was only used as birdseed, not as food.
Jason L. Merrill wrote in a USDA circular that "Our forests are being cut three times as
fast as they grow." Dewey (his co-researcher) and Merrill knew that using hemp for paper
could prevent deforestation and help save the environment. Despite the knowledge that
hemp produced a more efficient superior grade of paper, wood pulp continued as the
primary source of paper. :

The hemp industry operated under the well known principles of a capitalist society where
supply and demand determined price. People decided to grow or process hemp based on the
amount of money that they could receive for it.

But the laws of supply and demand were effectively thrown out the window starting in the
1930's when the market wrecking pogrom that is Reefer Madness was unleashed on an
unsuspecting populace. Hemp's association with marijuana undoubtedly caused reluctance
in farmers to grow it, while the bureaucratic red tape surrounding the enforcement of the
Marihuana Tax Act of 1937 effectively regulated the hemp industry out of existence,
destroying a huge money market in the process!

A map published by the USDA in 1970 shows that hemp
can be grown in almost every state of continental America.
Courtesy John Dvorak, hempology.org :

The current demand for hemp fiber is still relatively low, although new uses for it continue
to be developed. The energy crisis is shining new light on renewable crops, such as hemp,
as a source of energy. The value of the cellulose rich hemp hurds as a source of paper,
building materials, fuel and animal bedding is now universally recognized, and the
multitude of nutritional benefits contained in the hempseed are manifesting themselves in
numerous foods and health care products. However, until hemp can once again operate in
the free market it will not even be given the chance to succeed

John Dvorak is the founder of the Boston Hemp Co-op, curator and webmaster of the Hemp History
Library and Museum (hempology.org). He is also the Internet Editor for the Journal of Industrial
Hemp.
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Are they oonfused in Washmgton DC. or Just decephve” That is the bummg qu&sﬁon. You be !he judge. Accmdmg to thé U.S. Drug Enforcement
Agency "The FDA noted: “that no sound scientific siudies supporled ‘medical.use of manjuand for Ireatment in the United States,.and no animial or
hufnan data supported lhe safety or efficacy of marijuana for general rnedrcal use. Thts sta!ement was released to ﬁ1e general pubtic after the Feds
ﬁled a-patent on pot, to comer lhe rarket an many of its medicinal usas - . L. .

As virtually everyone who has had acsess to the-media* wﬂl teil you, U S. drug enforcement oﬁ‘icrals stand by the nofion that ihere isno medu:mal value ‘
to marijuana, Yet when cameras shut off and microphones have been pui away, our govemment has uzeﬂy worked-to pmf t offutire manjuana -
medicines. - RE

—

Consn'ier U.S. patent #8, 630 ,507, entilled Cannabmmds as anfioxidarits and neumpmleclan -Filed in 2001——ﬁﬁs palent, which was. subsequenlly
granied in 2003, gives us an insight info-the canny duplicity that has charactenzed overprivent “palicy toward marijuana. in the patent, assigned 1o
the U.S. Depariment of Health and Human ServiceS(HHS), the apphcants.staie Rﬁvwng' “Cannabinoids have.been found in have anfioxidant
properties, unrelated to NMDA receptor antagonism. This news found- property mal e cannabinoids usefu! in the treatment and prophyiaxis of wide
variety of oxidafion associated diseases, such as ischemic, age-relaied, inflammatory and autoirmmune diseases. The cannabindids are fiind to have
particular application as neuroprotectants, for example in limiting neurological damage following ischemic insults, such asstmke &nd trauma, orin the

treatment of neumdegenerahve diseases, such as Alzheimer's dsease Parkmson s dusease and HN demenﬁa

Lat me sort this out for you. Bas:ca"y the patent states that cannabmmds lhe aciive compounds in manjuana show beneﬁts for treaizng stroke; heart .
atiack, inflammation, and autoimmune disorders, and may be. beneﬁcxa! in ihe trea(menl of Alzhexmer‘s Parkinson's and HIV. Thars notbad fora plant -~

~with.i fio purporied medrcmal value. T

To bolster their argument for a patent on the eﬁecbveness of cannabinoid agamst many.commen, l'fe—thmaienmg diseases, the:-HHS goes further,
citing a list of studies showing that cannabinoids also posse?es anﬁ-ep’lephc properfies; pmleci the brain, fight arthmls and help in cases of glaucoma.

There is alarge and. sver-growing body of science demonstfabng that the acuve compounds in cannabxs possas a mu!utude of beneficial pmpernas i

- "you surf PubMed (The Natfonal Library of Medicine's online medicinal database), you will find studies thataffirm the antioxidant; anti-inflammatory, and
protective properties of pot. And remember, that database is run by the U.S. govemmenL In faimess, there are also studies showing that It some
populations, use of cannabis can produce anxiety and imbalanced mood ‘and can be espec:aﬂy “di sonentmg in cases of schlzophrgma  Like any. — e
substanoe cannabis works for some'and not for oﬁ1ers Cot P . :

As o( August 3 2010 a simple seamh of “cannabis” on PubMed reveals 12 582 puhﬁshed sclentﬁc papers on cannabxs Notall of those papers
concem.positive medicinal benefits of cannabis, but many do. R =

P‘?:‘_.__..——-__ .- ———

Ever since the’ gmlmd-brealang work on cantabis-and pain conducted by. Dr. William Shaunessy in the late 18005 ‘cannabis has been mcreasmgty )
recognized for its medicine! properies. Cannabis aids {n the sgliefof many types of pain, most notably pain assotiated with multiple sclerosis. Ingestion
of cannahis either by inhalation or by eating it improves appetite, and is of value fo HIV sufferers, wasting diseases and chemotherapy paﬁenls helping
them fo eaf, put on weightand improve imfriune funcion. Cannabis hélps with glaucoma (a leading cauge of blindness,) by reducing pressure’in the

‘eye. Cannabis was once included in the U.S. Phamacopoeia, and was'sold at-drug stores. Additionat studies show powerful pmtpchve properties, and
this may lead to the developmeni of a-broad variety of cannabinoid-based medlcmes

So hereis a question. is it fair and right for the U.S. govémment to vigomus(y deny any medicinad benefils of manjuana whlle lhey seek profits in ﬁhng

a pot patent? | personaﬂy think that the answer is no. As fime goes on, if you wan} Io develop a madjuana medicine for oxidation, inflarmation, pain, ,

"heart attack; stroke; or neum—pmtechon you will be prohibited from doing so becaiise of the "Pot Patent.” And if marijuana medxc:rac emerge for the
d!seases described above thxs will happen under the auspxces of that palent, and the Feds will reap the profits. ~ ] . .

e

The debate over. mnnabls in society has: increased in frequency and- vdﬁe especlally, over theé past: 204%15 Vanous laws affeciing the culivation,

sale and possession of cannabis have changed. Fi tates plus the District of Columbia now have medical Taijuana laws. A cozen Stales have -

decriminalized the possession of small amoynis-of Cannabis. Marijuanz is a mutu-b:mnn dallarcash crop that plays heavily in- the econornies of several

states, notably Califomia and Havga:kktﬁiﬁe science on cannabis as a beneficial medicine grows steadily, ag researchers peer inlo the chemicalSout~

of this plantand conductrigorolis experimenis. Looking ahead, | see broader décrimindlization, more medxéalmqulry info the plant,-and evenkuauy a—-
product that is sold3nd taxed like alcohol and {obacco. Hopefully-m the process, marijuana medxcmes will-.gain broad distribution, io aid people whose -
ea[ﬂmm greatly xmpmved by these remedies. .

i <q —~ .

“Much of ihe prevailing’ puhl‘c apprehens:on about marijuana may stem from the drug s eﬁ'ect oT mducmg mtrospecbon and bodily nassmty which are
aniipatheftic to a culture that values- aggr&sswen&cs, achievement, and acuvuty " 2 The New Columbia Encycloped:a )

Chris Kllham is a medicine hunter who researches naturaf remecﬂes alf over the waﬂd from the Amazon fo Siieria. He teaches ethnoboteny atthe
: wersily of Massachusetts Amberst, where he is Explorer In Residence. Chris advise$ herbal, cosmetic arnd pharmaceutical companies andisa |
~ \)‘6 - ular guest or radic and TV programs worfdmde HIS ﬁeld resean:h is Iarge[ysponsored by Naturex of Avignon, France. Read more ar
@3 és” Med?cme' ”ter com s
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