Y
. Phone: (785) 296-3317
a I l S as Fax: (785) 296-0014
714 S.W. Jackson St., Suite 300 kdocpub@doc.ks.gov

Topeka, KS 66603 Department of Corrections doc.ks.gov

Johnnie Goddard, Interim Secretary Sam Brownback, Governor

Testimony on SB367 to
The Senate Corrections and Juvenile Justice Copanitt

By Megan Milner
Deputy Superintendent
Kansas Juvenile Correctional Complex
February 2, 2016

Thank you for the opportunity to submit my testiman support of Senate Bill 367. | would like taghlight four
specific areas of this proposed bill that | beligxik have significant impact on the youth and fties of Kansas.

One area of particular interest and excitemenhés Kknowledge that these proposed changes are irelaad
understanding of the stages of adolescent develapmmre so than we have ever been. We have bagn ve
thorough in addressing a juvenile’s anti-social amighinal behavior, but have not consistently vidwose
behaviors through the lens of adolescent developnmi@ehaviors, especially those of a teenager, dabeo
understood or explained, much less rehabilitate¢hamnged, when not viewed through this lens of itivgn
emotional and neurological development. By ensuailh¢ayers of our system are armed with this infation, we
can not only accomplish our mission of public saféut can also more effectively support juvenidgh their
transition into healthy adulthood.

For a long time, the systems in Kansas servingnilweoffenders have operated in a very compartniieath
fashion, each operating separately from each o#mer often in opposing directions. SB 367 descrities
framework and structure of a more holistic approtxiserving kids and families. It brings familieyrrections
professionals, educators, law enforcement, coudopmel, social services, and many others, togéthtdre same
table with the understanding that rehabilitatingejuile offenders is not the responsibility of ormyt the
responsibility of all. We are all responsible fahlavior change. We are all, together, responsibleaising healthy
children and teenagers.

Some of the most meaningful recommendations in biils from the perspective of the juvenile corieogl
facilities, include diverting misdemeanor and logkroffenders away from the correctional facilifies well as
requiring more interventions in the community priorrevoking a juvenile’s supervision. Researcheffiective
correctional practices is consistently showinghat mixing low risk youth with moderate or highkrigouth (as is
currently done in the facilities), at best, prodce change in behavior for the low risk youth. wdrst, we
increase the risk level of low risk youth. Whilergopulation in the facilities has decreased okergast year, we
now find ourselves working with juveniles who hawere severe needs, requiring more staff resouncésreore
targeted treatment and programming. Redirectinglemeanor offenders, as well as low risk offendangy from
the facilities allows them to remain in their commity, where research consistently shows they ast $&rved,
allowing juvenile correctional facility staff toirevest those resources with high risk and high needh.

| have worked in corrections, in some way or angtfee about sixteen years. | am fortunate to &lsserving my
community as a member of my local school boardséseone who experiences both the juvenile justistem
and the education system, | appreciate the recoaiatiems that focus on the important role that ethusgplay in
the lives of juveniles. In the pages of this billsee a plan to further equip educators, schoosqrerel and
communities with the tools necessary to addressblesome behaviors without ushering more youth th®



juvenile justice system, especially because itfisnodifficult for them to then exit the system.rFmost kids,

education is their way out of poverty and/or crirtitesrefore, it is critical that we maintain thisés of ensuring
kids receive a true, quality education.

Thank you for this opportunity to advocate for fineenile justice system and in favor of SB 367.



